
INTRODUCTION 

What is the meaning of maxims of teaching? 

 • Maxim means- a short statement of a general truth, principle, or rule for 

behaviour.  

• Maxims of Teaching are the universally facts found out by the teacher on the 

basis of experience.  

• They are of universal significance and are trustworthy.  

• The knowledge of different maxims helps the teacher to proceed systematically.  

1. Known to Unknown: 

 • This maxim is based on the assumption that the student knows something.  

• We are to increase his knowledge and widen his outlook. 

• It is said that old knowledge serves as a hook on which the new one can be hung. 

• So, while teaching we should proceed from known and go towards unknown.  

• For example, while teaching any lesson, the teacher can link the previous 

experiences of the child with the new lesson that is to be taught.  

2. Simple to Complex:   

• In the process of teaching-learning, the teacher should see that simple things are 

presented first to the students so that way they will start taking interest.  

• Once they become interested, gradually complex type of things can also be 

learnt by them.  

• By learning simple things, they feel encouraged and they gain confidence. On 

this basis, they become further receptive to the complex matter.  

• On the other hand, if complex types of things are presented to the learner first, 

he become, upset, feels bored and finds himself in a challenging situation.  

• Gradually more difficult items of learning may be presented to the students. It 

will smoothen teaching being done by the teacher and make learning convenient 

and interesting for the students.  

3. Analysis to synthesis:  

• Analysis means breaking a problem into its convenient parts while synthesis 

means grouping of these separated parts into one complete whole. A complex 

problem can be made simple and easy by dividing into different parts.  



• “Analysis is the approach for understanding and synthesis is for fixation.”  

4. Particular to General:  

• While teaching, the teacher should first of all take particular statements and then 

on the basis of those particular cases, generalization should be made.  

5. Empirical to Rational:   

• Empirical knowledge is based on observation and first-hand experience. It is 

particular concrete and simple.  

 • We can see, feel and experience it on the other hand; rational is based on our 

arguments, and explanation.   

• The stage of arguments is the last whereas seeing things or feeling them is the 

first stage.   

• Empirical is less general statements whereas rational is more general statements.  

• So, the safe approach in teaching is that we should proceed from empirical to 

rational. It is a journey from less mental maturity to more mental maturity.  

6. Induction to Deduction:  

• Induction means drawing a conclusion from a set of examples whereas 

deduction is its opposite.  

• The teacher should proceed from induction to deduction.  

7. Psychological to Logical:  

• While teaching, the teacher should first keep in mind the interest, aptitudes, 

capacities, development level etc. of the children during selection of subject 

matter and then on to its logical arrangement.  

8. Actual to Representative:  

• For teaching excellently, actual objects should be, shown to the children as far 

as possible.  

• It gives them concrete learning which is more desirable. The learners are able 

to retain it in their minds for quite a long time. Especially in the lower classes 

first-hand information to the students impresses them a good deal.  

• Representative things in the form of pictures, models; etc. should be used for 

the grown-ups or the seniors who are already familiar with the actual objects.  

  



9. Near to far:  

• Every child is able to learn well in the surroundings to which he belongs. So, 

the child should be acquainted fully with his immediate environment.  

• Gradually he may be taught about those things which are far from his immediate 

environment.  

• Thus, the child should be taught the home, followed by the street, the bazaar, 

the school and then the distant environment of the city to which he belongs.  

• In the same way, acquaintance with the city should lead to acquaintance with 

the Tehsil, the District, the Division, the Stale and then the Country as a whole.  

• This type of teaching will be incremental and will be step by step learning.  

10. Whole to Part:  

• In teaching, the teacher should try to acquaint the child with the whole lesson 

first and then the different portions of it may be analysed and studied intensively. 

• This principle holds good while teaching a thing to the small children.  

• Example: Suppose a poem is to he taught to the students. They should be 

acquainted with the full poem first.  

• Gradually they may be asked to grasp the poem stanza by stanza in the case of 

average students, their first attempt may be on full stanza, taking it as a whole 

and then to the different lines.  

11. Definite to Indefinite:   

• In teaching, definite things should be taught first because the learner can easily 

have faith in them. Then afterwards he should give the knowledge of indefinite 

things. 


