
1 | P a g e  
 

The social, cultural and technical changes of recent times have brought about a 

change in the value system of our society. People of different strata of the society 

differs in their views and priorities, and as a result, there is no definite value-

system to guide the life pattern of people.  

In fact, many are on the lookout for values that make life very meaningful as well 

as purposeful. But there is a gaping discrepancy between what one says and what 

one does. The patents offer one set of, value, school projects a different set of 

values, and religion proposes yet another set of moralizations.  

  The modern communication media offers in very attractive ways with all sort of 

stimuli and inputs about what to believe, how to behave, what type of lifestyle to 

adopt, etc.  

The peer group influence, ideologies of the political leaders, film stars, sports 

figures, each is adding to nothing but to the confusion of the confused mind, pose 

a dilemma to our youngsters today! Further, there is a lot of discrepancy in what 

one says and what one does. This is one of the reasons why students are losing 

respect for elders and teachers.  

It is this fact, which has necessitated the teachers to use very many teaching 

strategies and facilitate the process of value-development and value-clarification.  

  The social, political and religious values legitimately conflict with one another. 

When there is a value-conflict three types of people are seen. The first type will 

withdraw and show a non-interfering attitude. The second type will conform and 

let others decide for them what to believe and do. The third type will fight the 

confusion trying to strike anything that troubles them.  

But, none of the three approaches will resolve the value-conflict. What is required 

is thinking as well as reasoning. One should be able to ask. “Do I know what I 

value?” “Are my actions consistent with what I think, feel and believe?” “Which 

values do I uphold and will publicly affirm?”  

Thus, it has become a challenge to a modern teacher to find out the way of making 

value-education effective and interesting to the wisdom of pupils. Basically, 

everyone today, feels an inner urge for a sound value-system.  

  The reason for it is that our system of education has not taught our children the 

art of making constant value-decisions. Students know only such set of values 

which happens to be right in the experience of a national hero, a social reformer 
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or a religious leader. Values are neither caught nor learnt through imitation, they 

are developed through reasoning.  

The age of “Do as I say” or “should and should not” has gone. The rule of do’s 

and don’ts will work only when there is a single set of desirable values in society. 

Students should be helped to develop a set of values which they think is right. As 

Sidney Simon (1974) has rightly said — ‘values should not be based on external 

forces such as the power of propaganda, peer pressure or unthinking submission 

to authority’.   

Say, somewhat sixty years ago, the question papers of our universities carried the 

name of paper setters. None in those days concerned himself or herself with trying 

to find out where the papers were printed. If the results happened to be strict, it 

was felt that the preparation was inadequate, and the standard maintained by the 

concerned universities was relatively high.  

All this seems incredible today where there is leakage in some place or other, 

when mass copying, boycott of the examination hall, no longer is shocking to us! 

We are all, in fact, astonishingly familiar with all such facts, over the years! It is 

almost forgotten today that we have a moral responsibility to provide the 

foundation for students’ moral development along with physical, intellectual and 

social development.  

   Thus, within the course of a generation and a little more, our sense of values 

and within it our capacity to adjust have undergone a remarkable change.  

Why has this happened? Why does the conscience pick up sharply no longer? 

Why has our sense and understanding of values progressively undergone a sort 

of devaluation? It is not merely the sacred precincts of learning that have been 

polluted, other areas perhaps not so sacrosanct, have also suffered from similar 

invasions from the rank of corruption and dishonesty.  

In other words, there has been in many places a crisis of values. Since very ancient 

times educational systems have served as a supreme agency of inculcating the 

values and norms of society in their members. In this sense, the role of schools, 

throughout has remained important.  

It is an unopposed and fully agreed fact that the main function of education is to 

promote a balanced development of physical, mental, social, moral and spiritual 

aspects of the students in order to produce balanced citizens who strive to promote 

social welfare and progress.  
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                                                                  Education in the context of social 

change is not only to impact information and to teach skills to the students but 

also to inculcate the values of humanism, democracy, socialism, secularism and 

national integration. This is necessary for the realisation of our national objectives 

of building a democratic attitude that is based on equality, social justice, frat-

eternity and freedom.  

Several educationists in India as well as abroad have stressed the importance of 

promoting values through education. Radhakrishnan Commission, Kothari 

Commission and even the National Policy on Education, have brought to focus 

the need for re-adjustment in the curriculum in order to make education a forceful 

tool for the cultivation of values.  

                                                                      Value-inculcation or need to 

inculcate values is felt very much, ‘therefore, because the values have suddenly 

disappeared form the school premises! Question is — “Have they disappeared 

suddenly?” Like slow- poisoning, it is only after death the doctor diagnoses the 

malady.  

So too, before disappearing from our school premises, values have disappeared 

from our homes too which were once the best schools where children learned 

their first lessons in values.  

Today, we live in a world where falsehood succeeds, corruption prospers and 

nepotism works, where that situation prevails in which “virtue itself of vice must-

pardon beg” as Shakespeare puts it. These are the values the young generation 

imbibe and inhale today.  

In fact, crisis of values is pervasive in schools, in colleges, in universities, 

amongst teachers as well, and is seen as the most dangerous development.  

It is, therefore, being urged that the process of education should be reoriented and 

young children should be made to realise that exploitation, insecurity and 

violence cannot be contained nor can an organised society be sustained without 

adhering to enforcing some norms of social, political and economic behaviour.  

So too, it may be said that today’s teacher is no longer an influential heir to imitate 

and emulate for the young generation. The exposure of the young to the teacher 

is marginal and ineffectual in comparison with the multitudinous stimuli around 

them.  

  


