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Democracy (Greek: δημοκρατία demokratia, "rule by the people") is a form of 

government in which the people exercise the authority of government. Who 

people are and how authority is shared among them are core issues for democratic 

theory, development and constitution. Some cornerstones of these issues 

are freedom of 

assembly and speech, inclusiveness and equality, membership, consent, voting, 

right to life and minority rights. Generally, there are two types of democracy: 

direct and representative - however, the noun "democracy" has, over time, been 

modified by more than 3,500 adjectives which suggests that it may have types 

that can elude and elide this duality. In a direct democracy, the people 

directly deliberate and decide on legislature. In a representative democracy, the 

people elect representatives to deliberate and decide on legislature, such as 

in parliamentary or presidential democracy. Liquid democracy combines 

elements of these two basic types. The most common decision making approach 

of democracies has been the majority rule. Others 

are supermajority and consensus. 

In the common variant of liberal democracy, the powers of the majority are 

exercised within the framework of a representative democracy, but 

the constitution limits the majority and protects the minority, usually through the 

enjoyment by all of certain individual rights, e.g. freedom of speech, or freedom 

of association. Besides these general types of democracy, there have been a 

wealth of further types (see below). Republics, though often associated with 

democracy because of the shared principle of rule by consent of the governed, are 

not necessarily democracies, as republicanism does not specify how the people 

are to rule.  

Democracy is a system of processing conflicts in which outcomes depend on what 

participants do, but no single force controls what occurs and its outcomes. The 

uncertainty of outcomes is inherent in democracy. Democracy makes all forces 

struggle repeatedly to realize their interests and devolves power from groups of 

people to sets of rules. Western democracy, as distinct from that which existed in 

pre-modern societies, is generally considered to have originated in city-

states such as Classical Athens and the Roman Republic, where various schemes 

and degrees of enfranchisement of the free male population were observed before 

the form disappeared in the West at the beginning of late antiquity. The English 

word dates back to the 16th century, from the older Middle French and Middle 

Latin equivalents. 

According to American political scientist Larry Diamond, democracy consists of 

four key elements: a political system for choosing and replacing the government 

through free and fair elections; the active participation of the people, as citizens, 

in politics and civic life; protection of the human rights of all citizens; a rule of 
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law, in which the laws and procedures apply equally to all citizens. Todd 

Landman, nevertheless, draws our attention to the fact that democracy and human 

rights are two different concepts and that "there must be greater specificity in the 

conceptualization and operationalization of democracy and human rights". 

The term appeared in the 5th century BC to denote the political systems then 

existing in Greek city-states, notably Athens, to mean "rule of the people", in 

contrast to aristocracy (aristokratía), meaning "rule of an elite". While 

theoretically, these definitions are in opposition, in practice the distinction has 

been blurred historically. The political system of Classical Athens, for example, 

granted democratic citizenship to free men and excluded slaves and women from 

political participation. In virtually all democratic governments throughout ancient 

and modern history, democratic citizenship consisted of an elite class, until full 

enfranchisement was won for all adult citizens in most modern democracies 

through the suffrage movements of the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Democracy contrasts with forms of government where power is either held by an 

individual, as in an absolute monarchy, or where power is held by a small number 

of individuals, as in an oligarchy. Nevertheless, these oppositions, inherited from 

Greek philosophy, are now ambiguous because contemporary governments have 

mixed democratic, oligarchic and monarchic elements. Karl Popper defined 

democracy in contrast to dictatorship or tyranny, thus focusing on opportunities 

for the people to control their leaders and to oust them without the need for 

a revolution.  

No consensus exists on how to define democracy, but legal equality, political 

freedom and rule of law have been identified as important characteristics. These 

principles are reflected in all eligible citizens being equal before the law and 

having equal access to legislative processes. For example, in a representative 

democracy, every vote has equal weight, no unreasonable restrictions can apply 

to anyone seeking to become a representative, and the freedom of its eligible 

citizens is secured by legitimized rights and liberties which are typically protected 

by a constitution. Other uses of "democracy" include that of direct democracy. 

One theory holds that democracy requires three fundamental principles: upward 

control (sovereignty residing at the lowest levels of authority), political equality, 

and social norms by which individuals and institutions only consider acceptable 

acts that reflect the first two principles of upward control and political equality.  

The term "democracy" is sometimes used as shorthand for liberal democracy, 

which is a variant of representative democracy that may include elements such 

as political pluralism; equality before the law; the right to petition elected 

officials for redress of grievances; due process; civil liberties; human rights; and 

elements of civil society outside the government. Roger Scruton argues that 
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democracy alone cannot provide personal and political freedom unless the 

institutions of civil society are also present.  

In some countries, notably in the United Kingdom which originated 

the Westminster system, the dominant principle is that of parliamentary 

sovereignty, while maintaining judicial independence. In the United 

States, separation of powers is often cited as a central attribute. In India, 

parliamentary sovereignty is subject to the Constitution of India which 

includes judicial review. Though the term "democracy" is typically used in the 

context of a political state, the principles also are applicable to 

private organizations. 

There are many decision making methods used in democracies, but majority 

rule is the dominant form. Without compensation, like legal protections of 

individual or group rights, political minorities can be oppressed by the "tyranny 

of the majority". Majority rule is a competitive approach, opposed to consensus 

democracy, creating the need that elections, and generally deliberation, are 

substantively and procedurally "fair," i.e., just and equitable. In some 

countries, freedom of political expression, freedom of speech, freedom of the 

press, and internet democracy are considered important to ensure that voters are 

well informed, enabling them to vote according to their own interests.  

It has also been suggested that a basic feature of democracy is the capacity of all 

voters to participate freely and fully in the life of their society. With its emphasis 

on notions of social contract and the collective will of all the voters, democracy 

can also be characterized as a form of political collectivism because it is defined 

as a form of government in which all eligible citizens have an equal say in 

lawmaking.  

While representative democracy is sometimes equated with the republican form 

of government, the term "republic" classically has encompassed both 

democracies and aristocracies. Many democracies are constitutional monarchies, 

such as the United Kingdom. 

Several variants of democracy exist, but there are two basic forms, both of which 

concern how the whole body of all eligible citizens executes its will. One form of 

democracy is direct democracy, in which all eligible citizens have active 

participation in the political decision making, for example voting on policy 

initiatives directly. In most modern democracies, the whole body of eligible 

citizens remain the sovereign power but political power is exercised indirectly 

through elected representatives; this is called a representative democracy. 
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Direct 

A Landsgemeinde (in 2009) of the canton of Glarus, an example of direct 

democracy in Switzerland. 

In Switzerland, without needing to register, every citizen receives ballot 

papers and information brochures for each vote (and can send it back by post). 

Switzerland has a direct democracy system and votes (and elections) are 

organized about four times a year; here, to Berne's citizen in November 2008 

about 5 national, 2 cantonal, 4 municipal referendums, and 2 elections 

(government and parliament of the City of Berne) to take care of at the same time. 

Direct democracy is a political system where the citizens participate in the 

decision-making personally, contrary to relying on intermediaries or 

representatives. The use of a lot system, a characteristic of Athenian democracy, 

is unique to direct democracies. In this system, important governmental and 

administrative tasks are performed by citizens picked from a lottery. A direct 

democracy gives the voting population the power to: 

1. Change constitutional laws, 

2. Put forth initiatives, referendums and suggestions for laws, 

3. Give binding orders to elective officials, such as revoking them before the 

end of their elected term or initiating a lawsuit for breaking a campaign 

promise. 

Within modern-day representative governments, certain electoral tools like 

referendums, citizens' initiatives and recall elections are referred to as forms of 

direct democracy. However, some advocates of direct democracy argue for local 

assemblies of face-to-face discussion. Direct democracy as a government system 

currently exists in the Swiss cantons of Appenzell 

Innerrhoden and Glarus, the Rebel Zapatista Autonomous 

Municipalities, communities affiliated with the CIPO-RFM, the Bolivian city 

councils of FEJUVE, and Kurdish cantons of Rojava.  

Representative democracy involves the election of government officials by the 

people being represented. If the head of state is also democratically elected then 

it is called a democratic republic. The most common mechanisms involve 

election of the candidate with a majority or a plurality of the votes. Most western 

countries have representative systems.  

Representatives may be elected or become diplomatic representatives by a 

particular district (or constituency), or represent the entire electorate 

through proportional systems, with some using a combination of the two. Some 

representative democracies also incorporate elements of direct democracy, such 

as referendums. A characteristic of representative democracy is that while the 
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representatives are elected by the people to act in the people's interest, they retain 

the freedom to exercise their own judgement as how best to do so. Such reasons 

have driven criticism upon representative democracy, pointing out the 

contradictions of representation mechanisms with democracy  

Parliamentary democracy is a representative democracy where government is 

appointed by, or can be dismissed by, representatives as opposed to a 

"presidential rule" wherein the president is both head of state and the head of 

government and is elected by the voters. Under a parliamentary democracy, 

government is exercised by delegation to an executive ministry and subject to 

ongoing review, checks and balances by the legislative parliament elected by the 

people.  

Parliamentary systems have the right to dismiss a Prime Minister at any point in 

time that they feel he or she is not doing their job to the expectations of the 

legislature. This is done through a Vote of No Confidence where the legislature 

decides whether or not to remove the Prime Minister from office by a majority 

support for his or her dismissal. In some countries, the Prime Minister can also 

call an election whenever he or she so chooses, and typically the Prime Minister 

will hold an election when he or she knows that they are in good favor with the 

public as to get re-elected. In other parliamentary democracies, extra elections are 

virtually never held, a minority government being preferred until the next 

ordinary elections. An important feature of the parliamentary democracy is the 

concept of the "loyal opposition". The essence of the concept is that the second 

largest political party (or coalition) opposes the governing party (or coalition), 

while still remaining loyal to the state and its democratic principles. 

Presidential 

Presidential Democracy is a system where the public elects the president through 

free and fair elections. The president serves as both the head of state and head of 

government controlling most of the executive powers. The president serves for a 

specific term and cannot exceed that amount of time. Elections typically have a 

fixed date and aren't easily changed. The president has direct control over the 

cabinet, specifically appointing the cabinet members.  

The president cannot be easily removed from office by the legislature, but he or 

she cannot remove members of the legislative branch any more easily. This 

provides some measure of separation of powers. In consequence, however, the 

president and the legislature may end up in the control of separate parties, 

allowing one to block the other and thereby interfere with the orderly operation 

of the state. This may be the reason why presidential democracy is not very 

common outside the Americas, Africa, and Central and Southeast Asia.  
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A semi-presidential system is a system of democracy in which the government 

includes both a prime minister and a president. The particular powers held by the 

prime minister and president vary by country.  

Hybrid or semi-direct 

Some modern democracies that are predominantly representative in nature also 

heavily rely upon forms of political action that are directly democratic. These 

democracies, which combine elements of representative democracy and direct 

democracy, are termed hybrid democracies, semi-direct 

democracies or participatory democracies. Examples include Switzerland and 

some U.S. states, where frequent use is made of referendums and initiatives. 

The Swiss confederation is a semi-direct democracy. At the federal level, citizens 

can propose changes to the constitution (federal popular initiative) or ask for 

a referendum to be held on any law voted by the parliament. Between January 

1995 and June 2005, Swiss citizens voted 31 times, to answer 103 questions 

(during the same period, French citizens participated in only two 

referendums). Although in the past 120 years less than 250 initiatives have been 

put to referendum. The populace has been conservative, approving only about 

10% of the initiatives put before them; in addition, they have often opted for a 

version of the initiative rewritten by government.  

In the United States, no mechanisms of direct democracy exists at the federal 

level, but over half of the states and many localities provide for citizen-sponsored 

ballot initiatives (also called "ballot measures", "ballot questions" or 

"propositions"), and the vast majority of states allow for referendums. Examples 

include the extensive use of referendums in the US state of California, which is a 

state that has more than 20 million voters.  

In New England, Town meetings are often used, especially in rural areas, to 

manage local government. This creates a hybrid form of government, with a 

local direct democracy and a representative state government. For example, 

most Vermont towns hold annual town meetings in March in which town officers 

are elected, budgets for the town and schools are voted on, and citizens have the 

opportunity to speak and be heard on political matters.  

Variants 

 

Constitutional monarchy 

Many countries such as the United Kingdom, Spain, the Netherlands, 

Belgium, Scandinavian countries, Thailand, Japan and Bhutan turned powerful 

monarchs into constitutional monarchs with limited or, often gradually, merely 

symbolic roles. For example, in the predecessor states to the United Kingdom, 

constitutional monarchy began to emerge and has continued uninterrupted since 

the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and passage of the Bill of Rights 1689. other 
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countries, the monarchy was abolished along with the aristocratic system (as in 

France, China, Russia, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Italy, Greece and Egypt). An 

elected president, with or without significant powers, became the head of state in 

these countries. 

Elite upper houses of legislatures, which often had lifetime or hereditary tenure, 

were common in many nations. Over time, these either had their powers limited 

(as with the British House of Lords) or else became elective and remained 

powerful (as with the Australian Senate). 

Republic 

The term republic has many different meanings, but today often refers to a 

representative democracy with an elected head of state, such as a president, 

serving for a limited term, in contrast to states with a hereditary monarch as a 

head of state, even if these states also are representative democracies with an 

elected or appointed head of government such as a prime minister.  

The Founding Fathers of the United States rarely praised and often criticized 

democracy, which in their time tended to specifically mean direct democracy, 

often without the protection of a constitution enshrining basic rights; James 

Madison argued, especially in The Federalist No. 10, that what distinguished a 

direct democracy from a republic was that the former became weaker as it got 

larger and suffered more violently from the effects of faction, whereas a republic 

could get stronger as it got larger and combats faction by its very structure. 

What was critical to American values, John Adams insisted, was that the 

government be "bound by fixed laws, which the people have a voice in making, 

and a right to defend." As Benjamin Franklin was exiting after writing the U.S. 

constitution, a woman asked him "Well, Doctor, what have we got—a republic 

or a monarchy?". He replied "A republic—if you can keep it."  

Liberal democracy 

A liberal democracy is a representative democracy in which the ability of the 

elected representatives to exercise decision-making power is subject to the rule 

of law, and moderated by a constitution or laws that emphasize the protection of 

the rights and freedoms of individuals, and which places constraints on the leaders 

and on the extent to which the will of the majority can be exercised against the 

rights of minorities (see civil liberties). 

In a liberal democracy, it is possible for some large-scale decisions 

to emerge from the many individual decisions that citizens are free to make. In 

other words, citizens can "vote with their feet" or "vote with their dollars", 

resulting in significant informal government-by-the-masses that exercises many 

"powers" associated with formal government elsewhere. 
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Socialist 

Socialist thought has several different views on democracy. Social 

democracy, democratic socialism, and the dictatorship of the proletariat (usually 

exercised through Soviet democracy) are some examples. Many democratic 

socialists and social democrats believe in a form 

of participatory, industrial, economic and/or workplace democracy combined 

with a representative democracy. 

Within Marxist orthodoxy there is a hostility to what is commonly called "liberal 

democracy", which is simply referred to as parliamentary democracy because of 

its often centralized nature. Because of orthodox Marxists' desire to eliminate the 

political elitism they see in 

capitalism, Marxists, Leninists and Trotskyists believe in direct democracy 

implemented through a system of communes (which are sometimes 

called soviets). This system ultimately manifests itself as council democracy and 

begins with workplace democracy. 

Democracy cannot consist solely of elections that are nearly always fictitious and 

managed by rich landowners and professional politicians. 

— Che Guevara, Speech, Uruguay, 1961 

Anarchist 

Anarchists are split in this domain, depending on whether they believe that 

a majority-rule is tyrannic or not. To many anarchists, the only form of 

democracy considered acceptable is direct democracy. Pierre-Joseph 

Proudhon argued that the only acceptable form of direct democracy is one in 

which it is recognized that majority decisions are not binding on the minority, 

even when unanimous. However, anarcho-communist Murray 

Bookchin criticized individualist anarchists for opposing democracy, and says 

"majority rule" is consistent with anarchism.  

Some anarcho-communists oppose the majoritarian nature of direct democracy, 

feeling that it can impede individual liberty and opt-in favor of a non-majoritarian 

form of consensus democracy, similar to Proudhon's position on direct 

democracy. Henry David Thoreau, who did not self-identify as an anarchist but 

argued for "a better government" and is cited as an inspiration by some anarchists, 

argued that people should not be in the position of ruling others or being ruled 

when there is no consent. 

Sortition 

Sometimes called "democracy without elections", sortition chooses decision 

makers via a random process. The intention is that those chosen will be 

representative of the opinions and interests of the people at large, and be fairer 

and more impartial than an elected official. The technique was in widespread use 
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in Athenian Democracy and Renaissance Florence and is still used in 

modern jury selection. 

Consociational 

A consociational democracy allows for simultaneous majority votes in two or 

more ethno-religious constituencies, and policies are enacted only if they gain 

majority support from both or all of them. 

Consensus democracy 

A consensus democracy, in contrast, would not be dichotomous. Instead, 

decisions would be based on a multi-option approach, and policies would be 

enacted if they gained sufficient support, either in a purely verbal agreement or 

via a consensus vote—a multi-option preference vote. If the threshold of support 

were at a sufficiently high level, minorities would be as it were protected 

automatically. Furthermore, any voting would be ethno-color blind. 

Supranational 

Qualified majority voting is designed by the Treaty of Rome to be the principal 

method of reaching decisions in the European Council of Ministers. This system 

allocates votes to member states in part according to their population, but heavily 

weighted in favor of the smaller states. This might be seen as a form of 

representative democracy, but representatives to the Council might be appointed 

rather than directly elected. 

Socialism is a political, social and economic philosophy encompassing a range 

of economic and social systems characterized by social ownership of the means 

of production and workers' self-management of enterprises. It includes the 

political theories and movements associated with such systems. Social ownership 

can be public, collective, cooperative or of equity. While no single definition 

encapsulates many types of socialism, social ownership is the one common 

element. It aims to circumvent the inefficiencies and crises traditionally 

associated with capital accumulation and the profit system in capitalism.  

Socialist systems are divided into non-market and market forms. Non-market 

socialism involves replacing factor markets and money with engineering and 

technical criteria based on calculation performed in-kind, thereby producing an 

economic mechanism that functions according to different economic laws from 

those of capitalism. The socialist calculation debate, originated by the economic 

calculation problem, concerns the feasibility and methods of resource allocation 

for a planned socialist system. By contrast, market socialism retains the use of 

monetary prices, factor markets and in some cases the profit motive, with respect 

to the operation of socially owned enterprises and the allocation of capital goods 

between them. Profits generated by these firms would be controlled directly by 
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the workforce of each firm or accrue to society at large in the form of a social 

dividend.  

Socialist politics has been both internationalist and nationalist in orientation; 

organized through political parties and opposed to party politics; at times 

overlapping with trade unions and at other times independent and critical of them; 

and present in both industrialised and developing nations. Social 

democracy originated within the socialist 

movement, supporting economic and social interventions to promote social 

justice. While retaining socialism as a long-term goal, since the post-war period 

it has come to embrace a Keynesian mixed economy within a predominantly 

developed capitalist market economy and liberal democratic polity that expands 

state intervention to include income redistribution, regulation and a welfare 

state. Economic democracy proposes a sort of market socialism, with more 

democratic control of companies, currencies, investments and natural resources.  

The socialist political movement includes a set of political philosophies that 

originated in the revolutionary movements of the mid-to-late 18th century and 

out of concern for the social problems that were associated with capitalism. By 

the late 19th century, after the work of Karl Marx and his collaborator Friedrich 

Engels, socialism had come to signify opposition to capitalism and advocacy for 

a post-capitalist system based on some form of social ownership of the means of 

production. By the 1920s, communism and social democracy had become the 

two dominant political tendencies within the international socialist 

movement, with socialism itself becoming the most influential secular movement 

of the 20th century. While the emergence of the Soviet Union as the world's first 

nominally socialist state led to socialism's widespread association with the Soviet 

economic model, some economists and intellectuals argued that in practice the 

model functioned as a form of state capitalism or a non-planned administrative or 

command economy. Socialist parties and ideas remain a political force with 

varying degrees of power and influence on all continents, heading national 

governments in many countries around the world. Today, many socialists have 

also adopted the causes of other social movements such 

as environmentalism, feminism and progressivism. 

For Andrew Vincent, the word 'socialism' finds its root in the Latin sociare, 

which means to combine or to share. The related, more technical term in Roman 

and then medieval law was societas. This latter word could mean companionship 

and fellowship as well as the more legalistic idea of a consensual contract 

between freemen". 

Socialism was coined by Henri de Saint-Simon, one of the founders of what 

would later be labelled utopian socialism. Simon contrasted it to 

the liberal doctrine of individualism that emphasized the moral worth of the 
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individual whilst stressing that people act or should act as if they are in isolation 

from one another. The original utopian socialists condemned this doctrine of 

individualism for failing to address social concerns during the Industrial 

Revolution, including poverty, oppression and vast inequalities in wealth. They 

viewed their society as harming community life by basing society on competition. 

They presented socialism as an alternative to liberal individualism based on the 

shared ownership of resources. Saint-Simon proposed economic 

planning, scientific administration and the application of scientific understanding 

to the organization of society. By contrast, Robert Owen proposed to organize 

production and ownership via cooperatives.  

Socialism is also attributed in France to Pierre Leroux and Marie Roch Louis 

Reybaud while in Britain it is associated to Owen, who became one of the fathers 

of the cooperative movement. The definition and usage of socialism settled by 

the 1860s, replacing associationist, co-operative and mutualist that had been 

used as synonyms while communism fell out of use during this period. An early 

distinction between communism and socialism was that the latter aimed to only 

socialise production while the former aimed to socialise 

both production and consumption (in the form of free access to final goods). By 

1888, Marxists employed socialism in place of communism as the latter had 

come to be considered an old-fashion synonym for socialism. It was not until after 

the Bolshevik Revolution that socialism was appropriated by Vladimir Lenin to 

mean a stage between capitalism and communism. He used it to defend the 

Bolshevik program from Marxist criticism that Russia's productive forces were 

not sufficiently developed for communism. The distinction became salient in 

1918 after the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party renamed itself to the All-

Russian Communist Party, interpreting communism specifically to mean 

socialists who supported the politics and theories of Bolshevism, Leninism and 

later that of Marxism–Leninism, although communist parties continued to 

describe themselves as socialists dedicated to socialism.  

In Christian Europe, communists were believe to have adopted atheism. In 

Protestant England, communism was too close to the Roman 

Catholic communion rite, hence socialist was the preferred term. Engels argued 

that in 1848, when The Communist Manifesto was published, socialism was 

respectable on in Europe while communism was not. The Owenites in England 

and the Fourierists in France were considered respectable socialists while 

working-class movements that "proclaimed the necessity of total social change" 

denoted themselves communists. This branch of socialism produced the 

communist work of Etienne Cabet in France and Wilhelm Weitling in Germany. 

British moral philosopher John Stuart Mill discussed a form of economic 

socialism within a liberal context that would later be known as liberal socialism. 

In later editions of his Principles of Political Economy (1848), Mill further 

argued that "as far as economic theory was concerned, there is nothing in 
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principle in economic theory that precludes an economic order based on socialist 

policies" and promoted substituting capitalist businesses with worker 

cooperatives. While democrats looked to the Revolutions of 1848 as 

a democratic revolution which in the long run ensured liberty, equality and 

fraternity, Marxists denounced it as a betrayal of working-class ideals by 

a bourgeoisie indifferent to the proletariat. 

EARLY SOCIALISM 

Socialist models and ideas espousing common or public ownership have existed 

since antiquity. The economy of the 3rd century BCE Mauryan Empire of India 

was described as "a socialized monarchy" and "a sort of state socialism". 

Elements of socialist thought were discerned in the politics of classical Greek 

philosophers Plato and Aristotle. Mazdak the Younger (died c. 524 or 528 CE), a 

Persian communal proto-socialist, instituted communal possessions and 

advocated the public good. Abu Dharr al-Ghifari, a Companion of Muhammad, 

is credited by multiple authors as a principal antecedent of Islamic socialism. The 

teachings of Jesus are frequently described as socialist, especially by Christian 

socialists. Acts 4:35 records that in the early church in Jerusalem "no one claimed 

that any of their possessions was their own", although the pattern soon disappears 

from church history except within monasticism. Christian socialism was one of 

the founding threads of the British Labour Party and is claimed to begin with the 

uprising of Wat Tyler and John Ball in the 14th century CE. After the French 

Revolution, activists and theorists such as François-Noel Babeuf, Etienne-

Gabriel Morelly, Philippe Buonarroti and Auguste Blanqui influenced the early 

French labour and socialist movements. In Britain, Thomas Paine proposed a 

detailed plan to tax property owners to pay for the needs of the poor in Agrarian 

Justice while Charles Hall wrote The Effects of Civilization on the People in 

European States, denouncing capitalism's effects on the poor of his time. This 

work influenced the utopian schemes of Thomas Spence. 

EARLY  20th CENTURY 

In Argentina, the Socialist Party of Argentina was established in the 1890s led 

by Juan B. Justo and Nicolas Repetto, among others. It was the first mass party in 

the country and in Latin America. The party affiliated itself with the Second 

International. Between 1924 and 1940, it was a member of the Labour and 

Socialist International.  

In 1904, Australians elected Chris Watson as the first Australian Labor 

Party Prime Minister, becoming the first democratically elected socialist. In 

1909, the first Kibbutz was established in Palestine by Russian Jewish 

Immigrants. The Kibbutz Movement expanded through the 20th century 

following a doctrine of Zionist socialism. The British Labour Party first won 

seats in the House of Commons in 1902. The International Socialist 

Commission (ISC, also known as Berne International) was formed in February 
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1919 at a meeting in Bern by parties that wanted to resurrect the Second 

International.  

By 1917, the patriotism of World War I changed into political radicalism in 

Australia, most of Europe and the United States. Other socialist parties from 

around the world who were beginning to gain importance in their national politics 

in the early 20th century included the Italian Socialist Party, the French Section 

of the Workers' International, the Spanish Socialist Workers' Party, the Swedish 

Social Democratic Party, the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party and 

the Socialist Party in Argentina, the Socialist Workers' Party in Chile and 

the Socialist Party of America in the United States. 

MID 20th CENTURY 

Trotsky's Fourth International was established in France in 1938 

when Trotskyists argued that the Comintern or Third International had become 

irretrievably "lost to Stalinism" and thus incapable of leading the working class 

to power. The rise of Nazism and the start of World War II led to the dissolution 

of the LSI in 1940. After the War, the Socialist International was formed in 

Frankfurt in July 1951 as its successor.  

After World War II, social democratic governments introduced social reform 

and wealth redistribution via welfare and taxation. Social democratic parties 

dominated post-war politics in countries such as France, Italy, Czechoslovakia, 

Belgium and Norway. At one point, France claimed to be the world's most state-

controlled capitalist country. It nationalised public utilities 

including Charbonnages de France (CDF), Electricite de France (EDF), Gaz de 

France (GDF), Air France, Banque de France and Regie Nationale des Usines 

Renault.  

In 1945, the British Labour Party led by Clement Attlee was elected based on a 

radical socialist programme. The Labour government nationalised industries 

including mines, gas, coal, electricity, rail, iron, steel and the Bank of 

England. British Petroleum was officially nationalised in 1951. Anthony 

Crosland said that in 1956 25% of British industry was nationalised and that 

public employees, including those in nationalised industries, constituted a similar 

proportion of the country's workers. The Labour Governments of 1964–1970 and 

1974–1979 intervened further. It re-nationalised British Steel (1967) after the 

Conservatives had denationalised it and nationalised British Leyland (1976). 

The National Health Service provided taxpayer-funded health care to everyone, 

free at the point of service. Working-class housing was provided in council 

housing estates and university education became available via a school grant 

system. 
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LAST 20th CENTURY  

In the 1960s, a socialist tendency within the Latin American Catholic church 

appeared and was known as liberation theology It motivated the Colombian 

priest Camilo Torres Restrepo to enter the ELN guerrilla. In Chile, Salvador 

Allende, a physician and candidate for the Socialist Party of Chile, was elected 

president through democratic elections in 1970. In 1973, his government was 

ousted by the United States-backed military dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet, 

which lasted until the late 1980s. Pinochet's regime was a leader of Operation 

Condor, a U.S.-backed campaign of repression and state terrorism carried out by 

the intelligence services of the Southern Cone countries of Latin America to 

eliminate suspected Communist subversion. In Jamaica, the democratic 

socialist Michael Manley served as the fourth Prime Minister of Jamaica from 

1972 to 1980 and from 1989 to 1992. According to opinion polls, he remains one 

of Jamaica's most popular Prime Ministers since independence. The Nicaraguan 

Revolution encompassed the rising opposition to the Somoza dictatorship in the 

1960s and 1970s, the campaign led by the Sandinista National Liberation 

Front (FSLN) to violently oust the dictatorship in 1978–1979, the subsequent 

efforts of the FSLN to govern Nicaragua from 1979 until 1990 and the socialist 

measures which included wide-scale agrarian reform and educational programs. 

The People's Revolutionary Government was proclaimed on 13 March 1979 

in Grenada which was overthrown by armed forces of the United States in 1983. 

The Salvadoran Civil War (1979–1992) was a conflict between the military-led 

government of El Salvador and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation 

Front (FMLN), a coalition or umbrella organization of five socialist guerrilla 

groups. A coup on 15 October 1979 led to the killings of anti-coup protesters by 

the government as well as anti-disorder protesters by the guerrillas, and is widely 

seen as the tipping point towards the civil war.  

In Italy, Autonomia Operaia was a leftist movement particularly active from 1976 

to 1978. It took an important role in the autonomist movement in the 1970s, aside 

earlier organisations such as Potere Operaio (created after May 1968) and Lotta 

Continua. This experience prompted the contemporary socialist radical 

movement autonomism. In 1982, the newly elected French socialist government 

of François Mitterrand made nationalisations in a few key industries, including 

banks and insurance companies. Eurocommunism was a trend in the 1970s and 

1980s in various Western European communist parties to develop a theory and 

practice of social transformation that was more relevant for a Western European 

country and less aligned to the influence or control of the Communist Party of the 

Soviet Union. Outside Western Europe, it is sometimes called 

neocommunism. Some communist parties with strong popular support, notably 

the Italian Communist Party (PCI) and the Communist Party of Spain (PCE) 

adopted Eurocommunism most enthusiastically and the Communist Party of 

Finland was dominated by Eurocommunists. The French Communist 
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Party (PCF) and many smaller parties strongly opposed Eurocommunism and 

stayed aligned with the Communist Party of the Soviet Union until the end of the 

Soviet Union. 

CRITICISM  

Socialism is criticized in terms of its models of economic organization as well as 

its political and social implications. Other critiques are directed at the socialist 

movement, parties or existing states. Some criticisms occupy theoretical grounds 

(such as in the economic calculation problem and the socialist calculation debate) 

while others support their criticism by examining historical attempt to establish 

socialist societies. Because of socialism's many varieties, most critiques focused 

on a specific approach. Proponents of one approach typically criticize others.

With the Forty-second Amendment of the Constitution of India enacted in 1976, 

the Preamble to the Constitution asserted that India is a secular nation. Officially, 

secularism has always inspired modern India. In practice, unlike Western notions 

of secularism, India's secularism does not separate religion and state. The Indian 

Constitution has allowed extensive interference of the state in religious affairs.  

India does partially separate religion and state. For example, it does not have an 

official state religion and state-owned educational institutions cannot impart 

religious instructions. In matters of law in modern India, however, the applicable 

code of law is unequal, and India's personal laws – on matters such as marriage, 

divorce, inheritance, alimony – varies with an individual's religion. Muslim 

Indians have Sharia-based Muslim Personal Law, while Hindu, Christian and 

Sikh Indians live under common law. The Indian Constitution permits partial 

financial support for religious schools, as well as the financing of religious 

buildings and infrastructure by the state. The Islamic Central Wakf Council and 

many Hindu temples of great religious significance are administered and 

managed by the Indian government. The attempt to respect unequal, religious law 

has created a number of issues in India such as acceptability of child marriage, 

polygamy, unequal inheritance rights, extra judicial unilateral divorce rights 

favorable to some males, and conflicting interpretations of religious books.  

Secularism as practiced in India, with its marked differences with Western 

practice of secularism, is a controversial topic in India. Supporters of the Indian 

concept of secularism claim it respects "minorities and pluralism". Critics claim 

the Indian form of secularism as "pseudo-secularism". Supporters state that any 

attempt to introduce a uniform civil code, that is equal laws for every citizen 

irrespective of his or her religion, would impose majoritarian Hindu sensibilities 

and ideals. Critics state that India's acceptance of Sharia and religious laws 

violates the principle of Equality before the law.  
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HISTORY 

Ashoka about 2200 years ago, Harsha about 1400 years ago accepted and 

patronised different religions. The people in ancient India had freedom of 

religion, and the state granted citizenship to each individual regardless of whether 

someone's religion was Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism or any other. Ellora 

cave temples built next to each other between 5th and 10th centuries, for example, 

shows a coexistence of religions and a spirit of acceptance of different faiths.  

There should not be honour of one’s own (religious) sect and condemnation of 

others without any grounds. 

— Ashoka, Rock Edicts XII, about 250 BC,   

This approach to interfaith relations changed with the arrival of Islam and 

establishment of Delhi Sultanate in North India by the 12th century, followed by 

Deccan Sultanate in Central India. The political doctrines of Islam, as well as its 

religious views were at odds with doctrines of Hinduism, Christianity and other 

Indian religions. New temples and monasteries were not allowed. As with Levant, 

Southeast Europe and Spain, Islamic rulers in India treated Hindus as dhimmis in 

exchange of annual payment of jizya taxes, in a sharia-based state jurisprudence. 

With the arrival of Mughal era, Sharia was imposed with continued zeal, with 

Akbar – the Mughal Emperor – as the first significant exception. Akbar sought to 

fuse ideas, professed equality between Islam and other religions of India, forbade 

forced conversions to Islam, abolished religion-based discriminatory jizya taxes, 

and welcomed building of Hindu temples. However, the descendants of Akbar, 

particularly Aurangzeb, reverted to treating Islam as the primary state religion, 

destruction of temples, and reimposed religion-based discriminatory jizya taxes.  

Akbar's tomb at Sikandra, near Agra India. Akbar's instruction for his mausoleum 

was that it incorporate elements from different religions including Islam and 

Hinduism. 

After Aurangzeb, India came into control of East India Company and the British 

Raj. The colonial administrators did not separate religion from state, but marked 

the end of equal hierarchy between Islam and Hinduism, and reintroduced the 

notion of equality before the law for Hindus, Christians and Muslims. The British 

Empire sought commerce and trade, with a policy of neutrality to all of India's 

diverse religions. Before 1858, the Britishers followed the policy of patronizing 

and supporting the native religions as the earlier rulers had done. By the mid-19th 

century, the British Raj administered India, in matters related to marriage, 

inheritance of property and divorces, according to personal laws based on each 

Indian subject's religion, according to interpretations of respective religious 

documents by Islamic jurists, Hindu pundits and other religious scholars. In 1864, 

the Raj eliminated all religious jurists, pandits and scholars because the 

interpretations of the same verse or religious document varied, the scholars and 
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jurists disagreed with each other, and the process of justice had become 

inconsistent and suspiciously corrupt. The late 19th century marked the arrival of 

Anglo-Hindu and Anglo-Muslim personal laws to divide adjacent communities 

by British, where the governance did not separate the state and religion, but 

continued to differentiate and administer people based on their personal religion. 

The British Raj provided the Indian Christians, Indian Zoroastrians and others 

with their own personal laws, such as the Indian Succession Act of 1850, Special 

Marriage Act of 1872 and other laws that were similar to Common Laws in 

Europe.  

For several years past it has been the cherished desire of the Muslims of British 

India that Customary Law should in no case take the place of Muslim Personal 

Law. The matter has been repeatedly agitated in the press as well as on the 

platform. The Jamiat-ul-Ulema-i-Hind, the greatest Moslem religious body has 

supported the demand and invited the attention of all concerned to the urgent 

necessity of introducing a measure to this effect. 

— Preamble to Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937,   

Although the British administration provided India with a common law, its divide 

and rule policy contributed to promoting discord between communities. The 

Morley-Minto reforms provided separate electorate to Muslims, justifying the 

demands of the Muslim league. 

In the first half of 20th century, the British Raj faced increasing amounts of social 

activism for self-rule by a disparate groups such as those led by Hindu Gandhi 

and Muslim Jinnah; the colonial administration, under pressure, enacted a number 

of laws before India's independence in 1947, that continue to be the laws of India 

in 2013. One such law enacted during the colonial era was the 1937 Indian 

Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, which instead of separating state 

and religion for Western secularism, did the reverse.  

It, along with additional laws such as Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act of 

1939 that followed, established the principle that religious laws of Indian 

Muslims can be their personal laws. It also set the precedent that religious law, 

such as sharia, can overlap and supersede common and civil laws, that elected 

legislators may not revise or enact laws that supersede religious laws, that people 

of one nation need not live under the same laws, and that law enforcement process 

for different individuals shall depend on their religion. The Indian Muslim 

Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act of 1937 continues to be the law of land 

of modern India for Indian Muslims, while parliament-based, non-religious 

uniform civil code passed in mid-1950s applies to Indians who are Hindus (which 

includes Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs, Parsees), as well as to Indian Christians and 

Jews. 

PRESENT STATUS  
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The 7th schedule of Indian constitution places religious institutions, charities and 

trusts into so-called Concurrent List, which means that both the central 

government of India, and various state governments in India can make their own 

laws about religious institutions, charities and trusts. If there is a conflict between 

central government enacted law and state government law, then the central 

government law prevails. This principle of overlap, rather than separation of 

religion and state in India was further recognized in a series of constitutional 

amendments starting with Article 290 in 1956, to the addition of word ‘secular’ 

to the Preamble of Indian Constitution in 1975.  

The central and state governments of India finance and manage religious 

buildings and infrastructure. Above, the inauguration of National Waqf 

Development Corporation Limited in 2014 for Waqf properties.  

The overlap of religion and state, through Concurrent List structure, has given 

various religions in India, state support to religious schools and personal laws. 

This state intervention while resonant with the dictates of each religion, are 

unequal and conflicting. For example, a 1951 Religious and Charitable 

Endowment Indian law allows state governments to forcibly take over, own and 

operate Hindu temples, and collect revenue from offerings and redistribute that 

revenue to any non-temple purposes including maintenance of religious 

institutions opposed to the temple; Indian law also allows Islamic religious 

schools to receive partial financial support from state and central government of 

India, to offer religious indoctrination, if the school agrees that the student has an 

option to opt out from religious indoctrination if he or she so asks, and that the 

school will not discriminate any student based on religion, race or other grounds.  

In matters of personal law, such as acceptable age of marriage for girls, female 

circumcision, polygamy, divorce and inheritance, Indian law permits each 

religious group to implement their religious law if the religion so dictates, 

otherwise the state laws apply. In terms of religions of India with significant 

populations, only Islam has religious laws in form of sharia which India allows 

as Muslim Personal Law.  

Secularism in India, thus, does not mean the separation of religion from state. 

Instead, secularism in India means a state that supports or participates in a neutral 

manner in the affairs of all religious groups. Religious laws in personal domain, 

particularly for Muslim Indians, supersede parliamentary laws in India; and 

currently, in some situations such as religious indoctrination schools the state 

partially finances certain religious schools. These differences have led a number 

of scholars to declare that India is not a secular state, as the word secularism is 

widely understood in the West and elsewhere; rather it is a strategy for political 

goals in a nation with a complex history, and one that achieves the opposite of its 

stated intentions. The attempt to have a Uniform Civil Code has long been 

discussed as a means to realize a secular Indian state. The overlap between 
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religion and state has created tension between supporters of Indian form of 

secularism and the supporters of Hindu nationalism. Hindu nationalists use the 

Uniform Civil Code platform to agitate their base, even though there has been no 

actual implementation. They characterize secularism as practiced in India as 

"pseudo-secularism", a camouflaged hypocrisy for the political "appeasement of 

minorities". 

Freedom, generally, is having the ability to act or change without constraint. 

Something is "free" if it can change easily and is not constrained in its present 

state. In philosophy and religion, it is associated with having free will and being 

without undue or unjust constraints, or enslavement, and is an idea closely related 

to the concept of liberty. A person has the freedom to do things that will not, in 

theory or in practice, be prevented by other forces. Outside of the human realm, 

freedom generally does not have this political or psychological dimension. A 

rusty lock might be oiled so that the key has the freedom to turn, undergrowth 

may be hacked away to give a newly planted sapling freedom to grow, or a 

mathematician may study an equation having many degrees of freedom. In 

physics or engineering, the mathematical concept may also be applied to a body 

or system constrained by a set of equations, whose degrees of freedom describe 

the number of independent motions that are allowed to it. 

FREE WILL 

In philosophical discourse, freedom is discussed in the context of free will and 

self-determination, balanced by moral responsibility. 

Advocates of free will regard freedom of thought as innate to the human mind, 

while opponents regard the mind as thinking only the thoughts that a purely 

deterministic brain happens to be engaged in at the time. 

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL FREEDOM OR LIBERTY 

In political discourse, political freedom is often associated 

with liberty and autonomy in the sense of "giving oneself their own laws", and 

with having rights and the civil liberties with which to exercise them without 

undue interference by the state. Frequently discussed kinds of political freedom 

include freedom of assembly, freedom of association, freedom of choice, 

and freedom of speech. 

In some circumstances, particularly when discussion is limited to political 

freedoms, the terms "freedom" and "liberty" tend to be used 

interchangeably. Elsewhere, however, subtle distinctions between freedom and 

liberty have been noted. John Stuart Mill, differentiated liberty from freedom in 

that freedom is primarily, if not exclusively, the ability to do as one wills and 

what one has the power to do; whereas liberty concerns the absence of arbitrary 
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restraints and takes into account the rights of all involved. As such, the exercise 

of liberty is subject to capability and limited by the rights of others.  

Wendy Hui Kyong Chun explains the differences in terms of their relation to 

institutions: 

Liberty is linked to human subjectivity; freedom is not. The Declaration of 

Independence, for example, describes men as having liberty and the nation as 

being free. Free will—the quality of being free from the control of fate or 

necessity—may first have been attributed to human will, but Newtonian 

physics attributes freedom—degrees of freedom, free bodies—to objects.  

Freedom differs from liberty as control differs from discipline. Liberty, like 

discipline, is linked to institutions and political parties, whether liberal or 

libertarian; freedom is not. Although freedom can work for or against 

institutions, it is not bound to them—it travels through unofficial networks. To 

have liberty is to be liberated from something; to be free is to be self-determining, 

autonomous. Freedom can or cannot exist within a state of liberty: one can be 

liberated yet unfree, or free yet enslaved (Orlando Patterson has argued 

in Freedom: Freedom in the Making of Western Culture that freedom arose from 

the yearnings of slaves).  

Another distinction that some political theorists have deemed important is that 

people may aspire to have freedom from limiting forces (such as freedom from 

fear, freedom from want, and freedom from discrimination), but descriptions of 

freedom and liberty generally do not invoke having liberty from anything. To the 

contrary, the concept of negative liberty refers to the liberty one person may have 

to restrict the rights of others.  

FREEDOM AS A PHYSICAL CONCEPT 

In purely physical terms, freedom is used much more broadly to describe the 

limits to which physical movement or other physical processes are possible. This 

relates to the philosophical concept to the extent that people may be considered 

to have as much freedom as they are physically able to exercise. The number of 

independent variables or parameters for a system is described as its number 

of degrees of freedom. For example, the movement of a vehicle along a road has 

two degrees of freedom; to go fast or slow, or to change direction by turning left 

or right. The movement of a ship sailing on the waves has four degrees of freedom 

since it can also pitch nose-to-tail and roll side-to-side. An Aeroplan can also 

climb and sideslip, giving it six degrees of freedom. 

Degrees of freedom in mechanics describes the number of independent motions 

that are allowed to a body, or, in case of a mechanism made of several bodies, the 

number of possible independent relative motions between the pieces of the 

mechanism. In the study of complex motor control, there may be so many degrees 

of freedom that a given action can be achieved in different ways by combining 
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movements with different degrees of freedom. This issue is sometimes called 

the degrees of freedom problem. 

"Freedom of Gait" in Dressage Theory (a concept in horse training) refers to the 

horse's ability to reach his natural range of motion (seen at liberty) under the rider. 

This can only be accomplished if the rider has an independent seat. It must be 

established and maintained in basic training and refers mostly to the 

biomechanical articulation of the rear and front legs. 

Discipline is action or inaction that is regulated to be in accordance (or to achieve 

accord) with a particular system of governance. Discipline is commonly applied 

to regulating human and animal behavior. In the academic and professional 

worlds a discipline is a specific branch of knowledge, learning or practice. 

Discipline can be a set of expectations that are required by any governing entity 

including the self, groups, classes, fields, industries, or societies. 

Children being educated to use public litter bins is a form of disciplinary 

education that is expected by some societies. Discipline is followed in every 

school. If a child cannot use a litter bin the lack of discipline can result in a 

reaction from observant people in public. Many people observe a form of 

disciplinary effort in their daily lives. Disciplined acts an important role in 

student's campus life to enhance their credit and intellectual recognition amongst 

peers. In academia, discipline can also regard the educators' responses and efforts 

that are designed to punish the students. 

Discipline is a moral obligation among many groups of people. Disciplined 

behavior is required by some laws and other legal obligations. Commercial 

entities can also put in place strict disciplinary requirements for the length of the 

commercial agreement. Airlines enforce strict disciplinary and conduct rules 

upon flight passengers. 

Disciplinarians have been involved in many societies throughout history. The 

Victorian era resulted in the popular use of disciplinarian governance over 

children. Edward VIII had a disciplinarian father, and the English had modelled 

the royal families during this era. Edward's grandmother was Queen Victoria who 

had championed the role of the family unit during her reign. A disciplinarian will 

enforce a stricter set of rules that are aimed at developing children according to 

theories of order and discipline. Disciplinarians have also been linked to child 

abuse in numerous cases and biographies. 
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Self-discipline is about creating new habits of thought, action, and speech toward 

improving oneself and to reach institutional goals. This is an alternative to 

viewing discipline as a means to obtain more information. 

Self-discipline is an important principal in several religious systems. For 

example, in Buddhist ethics as outlines in the Noble Eightfold Path, the element 

of commitment to harmony and self-restraint has been described as moral 

discipline.  

In Christian ethics, virtues directed by the beatitudes where formally replaced 

by ascetical theology and obedience-based discipline, which changed orientation 

from the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, to that of an authority, blessed but not 

possessing the same happiness which was given forth by adherence and 

observances. Medieval period spirituality and morality where used to mean 

synonymous or near practically the same belief system. The beatitudes were 

made an organizational principle since Saint Augustine. However, Christian 

ethics didn't have its existence as a form of discipline until the late, middle 

Medieval period, and along Lutheranism and post-Enlightenment obedience-

based discipline has been the new form. 

Alexander Maclaren suggested the duty and discipline of grace and the hope born 

of and carried throughout life can be described as follows: 

'grace' means the sum of the felicities [happiness] of a future life. That is clear 

from two considerations — that this grace is the object of our hope all through 

life, which only an object beyond the grave can be, and also that its advent is 

contemporaneous with the revelation of Jesus Christ. The expression, though 

unusual, is valuable because it brings out two things. It reminds us that whatever 

of blessedness we may possess in the future it is all a gratuitous, unmerited gift 

of that loving God to whom we owe everything."  

Self-discipline is the means by which our self-control is gained, and the way our 

hope is maintained. "Hope follows desire. The vigor of our hopes is affected by 

the warmth of our desires. The warmth of our desires towards the future depends 

largely on the turning away of our desires from the present. 

COMMON TECHNIQUES 

• Time management is a form of discipline that utilizes time as the regulator 

and the observer of time as the governor. The requirement is for time to be 

used efficiently. This activity maximizes the result of a set of activities by 

marking each activity within a boundary of time. To improve efficiency 

activities that are not necessary to completing the current activity or goal 

should be completed separately without interruption, this is the alternative 

to multi-tasking. Time management can utilize skills, tools, or techniques to 
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create specific time allotments according to a range of organization methods. 

Time management for discipline scheduling should involve focusing on one 

task, clearly defining what we plan to undertake and focus on what we are 

doing rather than resisting alternative ways of doing during its completion. A 

major theme arising from time management is that of modifying behavior to 

ensure compliance with time-related deadlines. It may be utilized by an 

emphasis on completing goals rather than a specific task, completing short 

and non-urgent tasks first, complete urgent and high importance tasks second 

and make progress on less urgent tasks which are time consuming in the 

middle of the working day. More commonly segregating operations to 

different individuals as opposed to overlapping activities, more efficiently 

organizing and completing tasks, this may however increase the need for 

supervision, non-group fixed milestones and intermittent reports. This theme 

is interrelated with discipline and methods of discipline that can be used to 

incentivize group or personal responsibility and reducing wasted hours by 

performance drops or irrelevant tasks to completing a deadline. Time 

management is about non-punitive scheduling and goal-oriented programs. 

Team based time management is exemplified by good questioning. Meeting 

times can be significantly reduced by asking why we need to meet to 

accomplish this, what will we do differently if we succeed and how will this 

further the vision or goals of our team, group or organization?  

• Responsibility-based discipline co-opts the members to understand remedies 

for problems in an organization. Responsibility includes laying out 

instructions for modifying future behavior by following good role models who 

have earned esteem. Rewards and punishments may be ineffective without 

someone to administer them. Responsibility-based discipline is about 

mimicking the warmth, democratic decision-making in setting ground rules 

and problem-solving, this is while maintaining dignity and observing clear 

limits. Sending frequent reminders about how the member can meet the 

performance indicators, organizational objectives, why the rules should be 

adhered to or useful advice on meeting the rules day-to-day. Obedience-based 

discipline is basing membership by the hard work, diligence, obedience to 

authority, and self-discipline.  

• Corporal punishment is a widely debated technique of discipline that can 

focus on spanking, slapping, whipping, deprivation or hitting with an object 

using mild to extreme degrees of force. The general aim is to instill an 

understanding of consequence in the subject. Punishment can be used to instill 

immediate compliance as it acts as a reminder to the offender that there are 

consequences to their actions, especially when it comes to breaking the law. 

To deter would be offenders. To provide a disincentive for not acting when 

requiring to act, when safety to others necessitates action, increase pain to 

adjust to a regiment whose mis-operation or miscalculation results in injury, 

damage to equipment or unnecessary delays and to efficiently, productively 
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and effectively carry out ones duty, particularly when it is of high importance 

to their rank, society and personal gratification. 

The term responsibility has two different senses in management literature. Some 

writers explain it as a duty or task which assigned to a subordinate on the basis of 

his position in the organization. Responsibility is also the obligation of an individual 

to perform the duty or task assigned to him. Let us understand what is responsibility 

and its characteristics in a detailed manner. 

 

Responsibility refers to an obligation to perform certain functions in order to 

achieve certain results. Following are the main characteristics or features of 

responsibility: 

1. An organization can assign responsibility to human beings only and not to any 

non-living objects such as a machine, equipment, etc. 

2. It arises from a superior-subordinate relationship. A senior possesses the 

authority to get the required task done from his subordinates. Thus, for this 

purpose, he assigns duties to subordinates. The subordinates are under a duty 

to perform the work assigned to them. 

3. The management can confine it to the performance of a single function or can 

be a continuing obligation. 

4. We can also define it in terms of functions, targets or goals. When 

responsibility is expressed in terms of targets, it enables the subordinates to 

know by what standards their performance shall be evaluated. 

5. The core of responsibility is the obligation of a subordinate to perform the 

duty or task which the superior assigns to him. 

6. Responsibility is coextensive with authority. When a superior delegates 

authority to his subordinate, the latter becomes responsible to the former for 

the performance of the task and also for proper use of authority. Thus, 

responsibility is a derivative of authority. 

7. Responsibility is absolute and one cannot delegate it. A subordinate to whom 

his superior assigns a task, may himself perform it or may get it done from his 

own subordinate. But, in both cases, he shall only remain responsible to his 

superior. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duty
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8. It always flows upward. A subordinate will only be always responsible to his 

superior. 

9. Accountability arises out of responsibility. The person who accepts 

responsibility is also accountable for his performance. However, the 

management can use various techniques to define responsibilities in order to 

involve members of an organization in its coordination effort. 
 

COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY 

Collective responsibility refers to responsibilities of organizations, groups and 

societies. 

Part of it is the concept known as collective guilt by which individuals who are 

part of such collectives to be responsible for other people's actions and 

occurrences by tolerating, ignoring, or harbouring them, without actively 

engaging. 

Collective responsibility is widely applied in corporations, where the entire 

workforce is held responsible for failure to achieve corporate targets (for 

example, profit targets), irrespective of the performance of individuals or teams 

which may have achieved or overachieved within their area. Collective 

punishment, even including measures that actually further harm the prospect of 

achieving targets, is applied as a measure to 'teach' the workforce. 

In culture 

The concept of collective responsibility is present in literature, most notably in 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge's "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner", a poem telling 

the tale of a ship's crew who died of thirst after they approved of one crew 

member's killing of an albatross. 

1959's Ben-Hur and 1983's prison crime drama Bad Boys depict collective 

responsibility and punishment. The play 'An Inspector Calls' by J.B Priestley also 

features the theme of collective responsibility throughout the investigation 

process. 

In politics 

In some countries with parliamentary systems, there is a convention that all 

members of a cabinet must publicly support all government decisions, even if 

they do not agree with them. Members of the cabinet that wish to dissent or object 

publicly must resign from their position or be sacked. 
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As a result of collective responsibility, the entire government cabinet must resign 

if a vote of no confidence is passed in parliament. 

 

In religion 

This concept is found in the Old Testament (or Tanakh), some examples include 

the account of the Flood, the Tower of Babel, Sodom and Gomorrah and in some 

interpretations, the Book of Joshua's Achan. In those records entire communities 

were punished for the acts of the vast majority of their members, however it is 

impossible to state that there were no innocent people, or children too young to 

be responsible for their deeds, on whom it was inflicted as well. 

The practice of blaming the Jews for Jesus' death is the longest example of 

collective responsibility. In this case, the blame was cast not only on the Jews of 

the time but upon successive generations. This comes from Matthew 27:25-66 

New International Version (NIV) 25: "All the people answered, 'His blood is on 

us and on our children!'" 

Criticism 

In ethics, both methodological individualists and normative individualists 

question the validity of collective responsibility. 

Methodological individualists challenge the very possibility of associating moral 

agency with groups, as distinct from their individual members, and normative 

individualists argue that collective responsibility violates principles of both 

individual responsibility and fairness. (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy) 

Normally, only the individual actor can accrue culpability for actions that they 

freely cause. The notion of collective culpability seems to deny individual moral 

responsibility. Does collective responsibility make sense? History is filled with 

examples of a wronged man who tried to avenge himself, not only on the person 

who has wronged him, but on other members of the wrongdoer's family, tribe, 

ethnic group, religion, or nation. 

Human rights are moral principles or norms that describe certain standards 

of human behavior and are regularly protected as natural and legal 

rights in municipal and international law. They are commonly understood as 

inalienable, fundamental rights "to which a person is inherently entitled simply 

because she or he is a human being" and which are "inherent in all human 

beings", regardless of their age, ethnic origin, location, language, religion, 
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ethnicity, or any other status. They are applicable everywhere and at every time 

in the sense of being universal, and they are egalitarian in the sense of being the 

same for everyone. They are regarded as requiring empathy and the rule of law 

and imposing an obligation on persons to respect the human rights of others, and 

it is generally considered that they should not be taken away except as a result 

of due process based on specific circumstances; for example, human rights may 

include freedom from unlawful imprisonment, torture, and execution.  

The doctrine of human rights has been highly influential within international 

law and global and regional institutions. Actions by states and non-governmental 

organizations form a basis of public policy worldwide. The idea of human rights 

suggests that "if the public discourse of peacetime global society can be said to 

have a common moral language, it is that of human rights". The strong claims 

made by the doctrine of human rights continue to provoke 

considerable scepticism and debates about the content, nature and justifications 

of human rights to this day. The precise meaning of the term right is controversial 

and is the subject of continued philosophical debate; while there is consensus that 

human rights encompasses a wide variety of rights such as the right to a fair trial, 

protection against enslavement, prohibition of genocide, free speech or a right to 

education, there is disagreement about which of these particular rights should be 

included within the general framework of human rights; some thinkers suggest 

that human rights should be a minimum requirement to avoid the worst-case 

abuses, while others see it as a higher standard.  

Many of the basic ideas that animated the human rights movement developed in 

the aftermath of the Second World War and the events of the 

Holocaust, culminating in the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights in Paris by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948. Ancient 

peoples did not have the same modern-day conception of universal human 

rights. The true forerunner of human rights discourse was the concept of natural 

rights which appeared as part of the medieval natural law tradition that became 

prominent during the European Enlightenment with such philosophers as John 

Locke, Francis Hutcheson and Jean-Jacques Burlamaqui and which featured 

prominently in the political discourse of the American Revolution and the French 

Revolution. From this foundation, the modern human rights arguments emerged 

over the latter half of the 20th century, possibly as a reaction to slavery, torture, 

genocide and war crimes, as a realization of inherent human vulnerability and as 

being a precondition for the possibility of a just society.  

HISTORY 
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became prominent during the European Enlightenment. From this foundation, the 

modern human rights arguments emerged over the latter half of the 20th century.  

17th-century English philosopher John Locke discussed natural rights in his 

work, identifying them as being "life, liberty, and estate (property)", and argued 

that such fundamental rights could not be surrendered in the social contract. In 

Britain in 1689, the English Bill of Rights and the Scottish Claim of Right each 

made illegal a range of oppressive governmental actions. Two major revolutions 

occurred during the 18th century, in the United States (1776) and in France 

(1789), leading to the United States Declaration of Independence and the 

French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen respectively, both of 

which articulated certain human rights. Additionally, the Virginia Declaration of 

Rights of 1776 encoded into law a number of fundamental civil rights and civil 

freedoms. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 

are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

— United States Declaration of Independence, 1776 

1800 to World War I 
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen approved by the National 

Assembly of France, 26 August 1789 Philosophers such as Thomas Paine, John 

Stuart Mill and Hegel expanded on the theme of universality during the 18th and 

19th centuries. In 1831 William Lloyd Garrison wrote in a newspaper called The 

Liberator that he was trying to enlist his readers in "the great cause of human 

rights" so the term human rights probably came into use sometime between 

Paine's The Rights of Man and Garrison's publication. In 1849 a 

contemporary, Henry David Thoreau, wrote about human rights in his treatise On 

the Duty of Civil Disobedience which was later influential on human rights and 

civil rights thinkers. United States Supreme Court Justice David Davis, in his 

1867 opinion for Ex Parte Milligan, wrote "By the protection of the law, human 

rights are secured; withdraw that protection and they are at the mercy of wicked 

rulers or the clamor of an excited people."  

Many groups and movements have managed to achieve profound social changes 

over the course of the 20th century in the name of human rights. In Western 

Europe and North America, labour unions brought about laws granting workers 

the right to strike, establishing minimum work conditions and forbidding or 

regulating child labour. The women's rights movement succeeded in gaining for 

many women the right to vote. National liberation movements in many countries 

succeeded in driving out colonial powers. One of the most influential 

was Mahatma Gandhi's movement to free his native India from British rule. 

Movements by long-oppressed racial and religious minorities succeeded in many 
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parts of the world, among them the civil rights movement, and more recent 

diverse identity politics movements, on behalf of women and minorities in the 

United States. 

The foundation of the International Committee of the Red Cross, the 1864 Lieber 

Code and the first of the Geneva Conventions in 1864 laid the foundations 

of International humanitarian law, to be further developed following the two 

World Wars. 

Between World War I and World War II 

The League of Nations was established in 1919 at the negotiations over 

the Treaty of Versailles following the end of World War I. The League's goals 

included disarmament, preventing war through collective security, settling 

disputes between countries through negotiation, diplomacy and improving global 

welfare. Enshrined in its Charter was a mandate to promote many of the rights 

which were later included in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The League of Nations had mandates to support many of the former colonies of 

the Western European colonial powers during their transition from colony to 

independent state. 

Established as an agency of the League of Nations, and now part of United 

Nations, the International Labour Organization also had a mandate to promote 

and safeguard certain of the rights later included in the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR): 

the primary goal of the ILO today is to promote opportunities for women and men 

to obtain decent and productive work, in conditions of freedom, equity, security 

and human dignity. 

— Report by the Director General for the International Labour Conference 87th 

Session 

After World War II 

On the issue of "universal", the declarations did not apply to domestic 

discrimination or racism. Henry J. Richardson III has argued: 

All major governments at the time of drafting the U.N. charter and the Universal 

declaration did their best to ensure, by all means known to domestic and 

international law, that these principles had only international application and 

carried no legal obligation on those governments to be implemented domestically. 

All tacitly realized that for their own discriminated-against minorities to acquire 

leverage on the basis of legally being able to claim enforcement of these wide-

reaching rights would create pressures that would be political dynamite.  

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
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"It is not a treaty...[In the future, it] may well become the international Magna 

Carta." Eleanor Roosevelt with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 

1949. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a non-binding 

declaration adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948, partly in 

response to the barbarism of World War II. The UDHR urges member states to 

promote a number of human, civil, economic and social rights, asserting these 

rights are part of the "foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world". The 

declaration was the first international legal effort to limit the behavior of states 

and press upon them duties to their citizens following the model of the rights-

duty duality. 

...recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all 

members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in 

the world 

— Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 

The UDHR was framed by members of the Human Rights Commission, 

with Eleanor Roosevelt as Chair, who began to discuss an International Bill of 

Rights in 1947. The members of the Commission did not immediately agree on 

the form of such a bill of rights, and whether, or how, it should be enforced. The 

Commission proceeded to frame the UDHR and accompanying treaties, but the 

UDHR quickly became the priority. Canadian law professor John Humprey and 

French lawyer Rene Cassin were responsible for much of the cross-national 

research and the structure of the document respectively, where the articles of the 

declaration were interpretative of the general principle of the preamble. The 

document was structured by Cassin to include the basic principles of dignity, 

liberty, equality and brotherhood in the first two articles, followed successively 

by rights pertaining to individuals; rights of individuals in relation to each other 

and to groups; spiritual, public and political rights; and economic, social and 

cultural rights. The final three articles place, according to Cassin, rights in the 

context of limits, duties and the social and political order in which they are to be 

realized. Humphrey and Cassin intended the rights in the UDHR to be legally 

enforceable through some means, as is reflected in the third clause of the 

preamble:  

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last 

resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be 

protected by the rule of law. 

— Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, 1948 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magna_Carta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magna_Carta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Declaration_of_Human_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Declaration_of_Human_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corelative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corelative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inalienable_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rene_Cassin


31 | P a g e  
 

Some of the UDHR was researched and written by a committee of international 

experts on human rights, including representatives from all continents and all 

major religions, and drawing on consultation with leaders such as Mahatma 

Gandhi. The inclusion of both civil and political rights and economic, social and 

cultural rights was predicated on the assumption that basic human rights are 

indivisible and that the different types of rights listed are inextricably linked. 

Though this principle was not opposed by any member states at the time of 

adoption (the declaration was adopted unanimously, with the abstention of 

the Soviet bloc, Apartheid South Africa and Saudi Arabia), this principle was 

later subject to significant challenges.  

The onset of the Cold War soon after the UDHR was conceived brought to the 

fore divisions over the inclusion of both economic and social rights and civil and 

political rights in the declaration. Capitalist states tended to place strong emphasis 

on civil and political rights (such as freedom of association and expression), and 

were reluctant to include economic and social rights (such as the right to work 

and the right to join a union). Socialist states placed much greater importance on 

economic and social rights and argued strongly for their inclusion.  

Because of the divisions over which rights to include, and because some states 

declined to ratify any treaties including certain specific interpretations of human 

rights, and despite the Soviet bloc and a number of developing countries arguing 

strongly for the inclusion of all rights in a so-called Unity Resolution, the rights 

enshrined in the UDHR were split into two separate covenants, allowing states to 

adopt some rights and derogate others. Though this allowed the covenants to be 

created, it denied the proposed principle that all rights are linked which was 

central to some interpretations of the UDHR.  

Although the UDHR is a non-binding resolution, it is now considered to be a 

central component of international customary law which may be invoked under 

appropriate circumstances by state judiciaries and other judiciaries.  

Human Rights Treaties 

In 1966, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and 

the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 

were adopted by the United Nations, between them making the rights contained 

in the UDHR binding on all states. However, they came into force only in 1976, 

when they were ratified by a sufficient number of countries (despite achieving 

the ICCPR, a covenant including no economic or social rights, the US only 

ratified the ICCPR in 1992). The ICESCR commits 155 state parties to work 

toward the granting of economic, social, and cultural rights (ESCR) to 

individuals. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahatma_Gandhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahatma_Gandhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_bloc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apartheid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Customary_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Covenant_on_Civil_and_Political_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Covenant_on_Economic,_Social_and_Cultural_Rights


32 | P a g e  
 

Since then numerous other treaties (pieces of legislation) have been offered at the 

international level. They are generally known as human rights instruments. Some 

of the most significant are: 

• Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide (adopted 1948, entry into force: 1951)   

• Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (CERD) (adopted 1966, entry into force: 1969)   

• Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women (CEDAW) (entry into force: 1981)   

• United Nations Convention Against Torture (CAT) (adopted 1984, entry 

into force: 1984)   

• Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (adopted 1989, entry into 

force: 1989)   

• International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 

Workers and Members of their Families (ICRMW) (adopted 1990) 

• Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) (entry into force: 

2002) 

The United Nations 

The United Nations (UN) is the only multilateral governmental agency with 

universally accepted international jurisdiction for universal human rights 

legislation. All UN organs have advisory roles to the United Nations Security 

Council and the United Nations Human Rights Council, and there are numerous 

committees within the UN with responsibilities for safeguarding different human 

rights treaties. The most senior body of the UN with regard to human rights is the 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. The United Nations has an 

international mandate to: 

...achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an 

economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and 

encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all 

without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion. 

— Article 1–3 of the United Nations Charter 

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

The UN Human Rights Council, created in 2005, has a mandate to investigate 

alleged human rights violations. 47 of the 193 UN member states sit on the 

Council, elected by simple majority in a secret ballot of the United Nations 

General Assembly. Members serve a maximum of six years and may have their 

membership suspended for gross human rights abuses. The Council is based 
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in Geneva, and meets three times a year; with additional meetings to respond to 

urgent situations.  

Independent experts (rapporteurs) are retained by the Council to investigate 

alleged human rights abuses and to report to the Council. 

The Human Rights Council may request that the Security Council refer cases to 

the International Criminal Court (ICC) even if the issue being referred is outside 

the normal jurisdiction of the ICC.  

UN treaty bodies 

In addition to the political bodies whose mandate flows from the UN charter, the 

UN has set up a number of treaty-based bodies, comprising committees of 

independent experts who monitor compliance with human rights standards and 

norms flowing from the core international human rights treaties. They are 

supported by and are created by the treaty that they monitor, With the exception 

of the CESCR, which was established under a resolution of the Economic and 

Social Council to carry out the monitoring functions originally assigned to that 

body under the Covenant, they are technically autonomous bodies, established by 

the treaties that they monitor and accountable to the state parties of those treaties 

– rather than subsidiary to the United Nations, though in practice they are closely 

intertwined with the United Nations system and are supported by the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) and the UN Centre for Human 

Rights.  

The Human Rights Committee promotes participation with the standards of 

the ICCPR. The members of the committee express opinions on member 

countries and make judgments on individual complaints against countries which 

have ratified an Optional Protocol to the treaty. The judgments, termed "views", 

are not legally binding. The member of the committee meets around three times 

a year to hold sessions. 

The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights monitors 

the ICESCR and makes general comments on ratifying countries performance. It 

will have the power to receive complaints against the countries that opted into the 

Optional Protocol once it has come into force. It is important to note that unlike 

the other treaty bodies, the economic committee is not an autonomous body 

responsible to the treaty parties, but directly responsible to the Economic and 

Social Council and ultimately to the General Assembly. This means that the 

Economic Committee faces particular difficulties at its disposal only relatively 

"weak" means of implementation in comparison to other treaty bodies. Particular 

difficulties noted by commentators include: perceived vagueness of the principles 

of the treaty, relative lack of legal texts and decisions, ambivalence of many states 

in addressing economic, social and cultural rights, comparatively few non-
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governmental organizations focused on the area and problems with obtaining 

relevant and precise information.  

The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination monitors 

the CERD and conducts regular reviews of countries' performance. It can make 

judgments on complaints against member states allowing it, but these are not 

legally binding. It issues warnings to attempt to prevent serious contraventions of 

the convention. 

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women monitors 

the CEDAW. It receives states' reports on their performance and comments on 

them, and can make judgments on complaints against countries which have opted 

into the 1999 Optional Protocol. 

The Committee Against Torture monitors the CAT and receives states' reports on 

their performance every four years and comments on them. Its subcommittee may 

visit and inspect countries which have opted into the Optional Protocol. 

The Committee on the Rights of the Child monitors the CRC and makes 

comments on reports submitted by states every five years. It does not have the 

power to receive complaints. 

The Committee on Migrant Workers was established in 2004 and monitors 

the ICRMW and makes comments on reports submitted by states every five 

years. It will have the power to receive complaints of specific violations only 

once ten member states allow it. 

The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was established in 2008 

to monitor the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It has the 

power to receive complaints against the countries which have opted into 

the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities. 

The Committee on Enforced Disappearances monitors the ICPPED. All States 

parties are obliged to submit reports to the Committee on how the rights are being 

implemented. The Committee examines each report and addresses its concerns 

and recommendations to the State party in the form of "concluding observations". 

Each treaty body receives secretariat support from the Human Rights Council and 

Treaties Division of Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights 

(OHCHR) in Geneva except CEDAW, which is supported by the Division for the 

Advancement of Women (DAW). CEDAW formerly held all its sessions at 

United Nations headquarters in New York but now frequently meets at the United 
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Nations Office in Geneva; the other treaty bodies meet in Geneva. The Human 

Rights Committee usually holds its March session in New York City. 

 


